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July 16, 1997

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission

1919 M Street NW, Room 814 |
Washington, D.C. 20554 DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL

Re: Docket No. 96-45, DA 97-1439

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I urge you to support the Universal Service Order which allows
discounted telecommunications rates to schools and libraries. I
understand that SBC Communications is challenging this order.

Without these rates, libraries would not be able to afford to
offer Internet access to all patrons free of charge. The gap
between the information Haves and Have-Nots would widen.

I understand that the telephone companies need to make a
profit; I own stock in one of the Bells myself! But it is very
important to have our libraries provide equal access to
information.

Thank you for your consideration.

incerely,

)
He )7

Dee Mooneyham”
4800 Capella Ct.
Bakersfield, Ca 93309

cc: William Caton, Acting Secretary
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong
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Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
F.C.C. :

1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Docket No. 96-45, DA 97-1439

Dear Chairman Hundt:

[ was very disappointed to hear that SBC Communications, the parent company of our

telecommunications system here, has challenged the “e-rate” discounted telecom service for
libraries.

Our library system serves a number of rural customers, in an area with a very low education,
income, and literacy rate. In spite of these drawbacks, our libraries are heavily used, with 63%
of county residents in our 1500 square mile service area possessing a library card. We operate at

a moderate level of service, and every year we use more electronic means of communication and
information retrieval.

I have been eagerly awaiting the projected telecommunications discount as a way of doing more
within our restricted budget. Savings on telecommunications costs in this area would enable this

library system to buy more materials, and/or upgrade equipment, making service better for our
library customers.

[ sincerely hope that the F.C.C. will deny this challenge to discount telecommunication services
to libraries.

Sincerely,

S 10w B e s

Starrett Kreissman
County Librarian

cc: William Caton, Acting Secretary, F.C.C.
Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner, F.C.C.
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket No. 96-45, DA 97-1439

Dear Mr. Hundt:

Please deny the stay of the library telecommunication discount program that has been requested
by SBC Communications, Inc.

For many years, public libraries in California have enjoyed an excellent working relationship
with Pacific Bell. That company has been supportive of the role that libraries play in making

information available to the public. And despite this support, Pacific Bell has managed to make
handsome profits.

SBC Communications, the new owner of Pacific Bell, says that it can’t afford to provide
universal service to libraries and schools, even though it is making billions of dollars in profits.

The telecommunications discount is very important to financially-strapped rural libraries. Please
allow the discount program (o continue.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Raymond J. Schroff Jr.
County Librarian

cc: William Caton, Acting Secretary 9\
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Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Secretary Caton,

1 aree wveu to oppoce 58C Somurdcetions effort to stay
dlscounted rotas on belscomnunie: tlons services for
librerles and schools,

"ne lnternet ls Tecoming an ever grester laoeimlar

and inf rmetlon teol for our children wné Lhe publilc
in generel. 1In Califoimlesour vublic ity rics and
schools continus to leg Jehlnd the domands and neads
oi our citizens, suvlic lioruries in purticular have
hel oudrets reduceds

1t would sern felr Lo go whead with the dlscount
grogram, glve & Lreull bo thoge who need 1L to
lecrn znd poviars Improvs thelr future wund curs.,

thenk you Lfor your consid arabtlon,

.

Cours bruly,
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